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pute. Meat-eating was greatly discouraged. " Meat
can never be obtained " says an old Stitrakdra " without
injuring living beings, and to injure living beings
does not procure heavenly bliss." Gambling which,
like drinking, was a fruitful source of crime and misery
in the earlier Vedic period was anathematised. Manu
enjoined corporal punishment for gambling and betting*
Attempts were made to put ladies under restraints
to which they had been utter strangers. "In child-
hood" says Manu "a female must be subjeft to
her father; in youth to her husband; when her
lord is dead to heir sons; a woman must never be
independent."

A high standard of  chastity  was  established.    It

Origin of early   was Part'v *or ^ie maintenance of this
marriage Ac,          standard, and  partly  on grounds   of

social expediency, that the males among the Dvijas
(the higher or " twice-born" castqs) were subjected
to a rigorous course of discipline ; that early marriage
was prescribed for females; and that widow-marriage
was discouraged. These restrictions originated at a
time of great intellectual and religious ferment and
were accompanied by others which are looked upon as
reforms in all civilised societies; and the position of
some social reformers at the present day, that they came